Nump. XIE 


he SPECTATOR. | 





Dic mibi fi fucras tu Leo quals eris? Mart. 





: N 


s 


Thurfday, March t3. 171% 





HERE is nothing that of late Years has 
atiurded Mattei of gicater A;..uieiment to 
the Townih n viguion \codinr’s Com'sat 

With a Lion in the Huy- Marker, which 
has been {© often canibiied to the general S:th- 
fadiion-or inoft oi the © ovility and Gentry in te 
‘Kingdom of Grea: Brtaiw Upon the firlt Rumour 
of thisintcuded Comb t, it was confidently affirmed, 
and is ftili bulieved by many in botn ..ligrics, that 


there weuid be a t me Lion fenitroiwrthe ‘Jower ~ 


every Opera Night, in order to be killed by Hyd.s- 
JSpes; this Report, tho’ atogether grogudlets, fo uni- 
verfaliy prevsilid in che upper Regions o. the Play- 
Houle, toat tome of the mutt romied Politicians im 
thofe Parts of the Audience gave it out in Whit 
per, that the Lion was a Couiin-ta -rman_ of the 
Tyger whoiwade his Appearcnes in King ¢y iit ns 
Days, and tha: the Stage would be fuppiica with Lions 
at thepublick Expence, during the whole Scflion. 
Many likewite were we Gonjeétures of the Treat- 
ment which this Lion vas to mect with trem the 
hands o1 Sigt.ior Necolix’; ome fuppos’d that be was to 
Subdue him in Recitacevo, as irpheas vied to litve 
the wild Beal!s in bis time, aud atterwards to knock 
hiin on the head; foine f.ncied thatthe Lion would 
not prt.nd to lay his Yaws upon the Hero, by 
Reajon of the received Opinion, that a Lion wiil 
not hurt a Virgin. Severa!, who pretended to have 
feen the Opera in /éaly, had inform’d their l'riends, 
that the Lion was to a&t a Part in High- Dutch, and 
roar twice or thrice to a thorough Baie, before he 
fell at the Feet of F/y/eipes. “Yo clear up a Mat- 
ter that was fo varioutly reported, |! have made 
it my Butinefs to examine whether this pretended 
Lion is really the Savage he appears to be, or only 
a Counterivit. 


But before I communicate my Difcovcries, I muft 
acquaint the Reader, that upon my walking behind 
the Scenes Lit Winter, as I was thinking on 
fome: ag cife, | accidentally jufticd againfta mon- 
trous waiinal that extreanily ftartied me, and upon 


my nearer Survey of it, appeared to bea Licn-Rariz- 
pant ‘The Lion, teeing me very much iucprized, 
told ime, ina gentle Voice, that | might come by 
him it 1 pleated: For (ays he) J do wot extend to 
bert any bot), | thanked tim very kindly, and 
paiicd byhim Aad in a little time afier faw him 
leap tpon the Srage, and aét his Part with very great 
Applaute, it has been obferv’d by feveral, that the 
Lionlas changed his manner of Aiag twice or 
thrice fince his fiiit Appearance ; which will noe 
fecm ‘ftrange, when 1 acquaint my Reader that 
the Lion has becn ch nged upon the Audience three 
fevers] times. Tire firlt Lion was a Candle- 
fnufter, who being a Fellow of a telty, cholerick 
Temper over-did vis Part, and wou.d not faffer 
bimicif to be killed fo eaffly .s he ought to have 
done; betides, it was obferv’d of him, that he 
grew more furly every time he came out of the 
Lion ; and having dropt tome Words in ordinary 
Converfation, as if he had not fought his beft, and 
that he fuffered hinfelf to be thrown upon his Back 
in the Scuffle, and that he would wreftle with 
Mr. Nicolin: for what he pleafed, out of his Lion’s 
Skin, it was thought proper to difcard him: And 
it is verily believed to this Day, that hid he been 
brought upon the Stige another time, he would 
certainly have done Mifchief. Befides, it was 
objeGted againtt the firft Lion, that he reared him- 
felt fo high upon his hinder Paws, and walked in fo 
creét a i ofture, that he looked more like an old 
Man than a-Lion. 


The fecond Lion was a Taylor .by Trade, 
who belonged to the Flay-Houfe, and. had. the 
Charaéter of a mild and peacezble Man in his 
Profeffion. [f the former was too furious, this 
was too theepifh, for his Part; infomuch that af-~ 
ter a fhort modeit Walk’ upon the Stage, he would 
fall at the firit Touch of Jdydajpes, without grap- 
pling with him, and giving him an Opportunity of 
fhowing his Variety of Italiaz Tripps: It is faid 
indeed, that he once gave him a Ripp in his flefh- 
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eolour Doubict, but this was only to make work 
for himfclt, in his private Charaéter of a ‘Taylor. 
J mutt not omit, that it was this fecond Lion that 
treated me with fo much Humautity belind the 
Scenes. : 


The A@ing Lion at prefent is, asl am informed, a 
Country Gentleman, who docs it for-his Diverfion, 
but delires his Name may beconcealed. He fays very, 
handfomely in his ownExcute, that he does not A@ for 
Gain, that he indulges an innocent Pleafure in it, 
and that it is better to pafs away an Evening in 
this manuer, than in Gaming and ° Drinking: 
But at the fame time fays, with a very agreeable 
Raillery upon himfelf, thac if his Name fhouid be 
known, the ill-natured World imight call him, 
The Afs iz the Lion's Skiz. Tiris Gentleman’s 
Temper is made out of fucn a happy Mixture of 
the Mild and the Cholerick, that he out-does both 
his Predeceffors, and has drawn: together greater 
Audiences than have been known in the Memory 
of Man. 


I muft not conclude my Narrative, without 
taking Notice of a groundiefS Report that has been 
raifed, to a-Gentleman’s Ditadvantage, of whom 
I mutt declare my felf an Admircr; namely, that 
Signior Nicolizi and the Lion have been feen 
fitting peaceably by one another, and tinoking a 
Pipe together, behind the Scenes; by which their 
common Enemics would infinuate, that it is but 
a fhain Combat. which they reprefent upon the 
Stage: But upon Enquiry | Yind, that if any fuch 
Correfpondence has pafled between them, it was 
not til] the Combat was over, when the'l.ion was 
to be looked upon as dead, according to the re- 
ceived Rules of the Drama. Befides, tis is what 
is practifed every day in WefFntuyt.r-ita., where 
nothing is more ufual than to tee a Cuuple of 
Lawyers, who have been tearing can other to 


pieces in the Court, embracing one anctier as 


foon as they are out of it. 


I would not be thought, in any part of this Re- 
lation, to refle& upon Signior Nicolinz, who in 
A@ting this Part only complies with the wretched 
Tafte of his Audience; he knows very well, that 
the Lion has many more Admirers than himfelf; 
as they fay of the famous Egueftriaz Statue on the 
Pont-Neaf at Paris, that more People go to fee 
the Horfe, than the King who fits upon it. On the 
contrary, it gives me a juit Indignation, to fee a 
Perfon whofe A@ion gives new Majefty to Kings, 
Refolution to Heroes, and Softnefs to Lovers, thus 
finkivg from the Greatnef$ of his Behaviour, and 
degraded into the Character of the Lozdon Prentice. 
I have often withed that our Tragoedians would 
copy after this great Mafter in A@tion. Cauld they 
make the fame ule of their Arms and Legs, and 
inform their Faces with as fignificant Looks and 
Paffions, how glorious would an Englifo Tra- 
gedy appear with that Action which is capa- 
ble of giving a Dignity to the forced Thoughts, 
cold Conceits, and unnatural Expreflions of 
an Italian Opera. In the mein time, I have re- 
lated this Combat of the Lion, to thow what 
are at prefent the reigning Entertainments of the 
Politer Part of Great Britain. 

Audiences have often been reproached by Wri- 
ters for the Coarfeneis of their Tafte, but our 


prefent Grievance dos not fecm to be the Wan: 
ora good Taite, Lue of Common Sente. 


Letters are Direcfed for th: Spe&tator, to de 
left with Afr. Buckley 4¢ the Dolphin ix Litthe- 
Britain. 


ADVERTISEMENTS ° 


The Flint Gl2fs-houte in White Fryers, having 
Jefe off Work, tacre 1s 2 go d quacucy of @il forss ot Dia. kine 
G ffes, Decanceis, Creweos, aid other for.s, both fire and ordinary 
Gials, to be Suid at reef navie Races; And the Hwfe aad W re- 
houl s wo be Lect, tv any o.her Bufinefs, bue no more ior a Gi..%- 
boufs, Corftine Ax.sdasce is given at the Houf-. 

a Survey ot the Auierccofm ; or, The Asacomy 
of the 2ucies of Maa and Acman; whercia the Skin, Veias, Arteries, 
Nerves, Muicle,, Viltora, Qoaes and Ligaucnts tiereut are ace. iaicly 


de.iveates, aid fu difjus’d by valting, as that all the Patesor ihe 
Bouics, buth Internal aad External, ate exactly repreletes ia ticir 
pecper Site, By Michtel spalies, and Correcicd by Dinavess. The 


2. Edition, Pr. tos, Prisced Cor D. Midwinter at tue 3 Crawas in ot, 
Pacls Churcheyard. ee 

Tee 4b ddition of, The new Aliociation of thafe 
Gall’ doscrete Ch che Men’ with che Modu Whigs and Bensc che 
to Uadeunine and Blow an the preiene Church end Government, 2 
Puita. Pro ts. 64. The 34 Edition of Jeffandra, bur Tho © not, iil. 
ing wat will come of it ; 2 Parcs. Rr.28.6d. The Memorial of the 
Presbyterians,&c. Prous. 2h cd Edi ion of the Memortat vf the 
Churca of England, humbly offer'd to ic Corfideration of oti true 
Lovers of cur Ghurch and Contitution, with R merks uron the 
whole >-:aprarh by Parograch. Pr.as. The ai Ediscaof the Cate 
of the Churcit of Eugland’s Memorial fais!y fice 4, with @ Parallel be. 
tween that and ghe Dict of voland. Pr.as. The 3¢ Edition of De, 
S.chevercll’s Chera&ter of a Lovr.Charchnan. ks 6d. and his Rights 
of the Church of Evgland Afferred and Proves , 2d Ediv. Pr. rs. 6d. 
Gelienus Redivivus, or, Murther wilt out: Being a true Account 
of the De- Witring of Glencoe «md Geificy,&kc. Pi. éd. Badtion Dif 
play’d. ofod:sasion Difplay’d. 6). cach. Rudibres Kedivives, in zg 
Parts, by E.Ward. 6d each. Bil-,Be-it; concerning fome Remaik- 
abies of that Thing. Pr.6d. Ail fold by G.Sawobridge in Litle-Britain 
Jeft peblith’d the 6:h Edition, with fome Addizions,of, 

The Hiftory of Refi@tance, as pracis'd by .the 
Church of England : In which ‘tis prov’d, from meft Authentick Re- 
cords, That in every Reign fince the Reformation of Religion, the 
(sid Church bath Aided and Afiitted, Juttified and A:prov'd of, fuch 
S:.bjocts as have Defended themfelves egain’e th: Oppicfiions of 
their Tyrannical, tho’ Natural Princes By John Withers. Entred 
according to A@ of Parliament. Printed tor J.Robinfon in Sc.Paul’s 
Church-yard, and Sold by A. Baldwin near che Oxford-Arms in 
Warwick lane. Price 3d. Rat 

Newly pablifi'd, 

A CelleQion of Debates, Reper:s, Orders end Re- 
folutions of the Ho ife of Commons, touching the Right of ElGing 
Mem ers to ferve in Parliament for the { ver | Counties, Cities, Bur- 
ioache, and Towns Corpo: ste, in Engle d and Wales. Together 
wich feverd Ancient Chertcis and Extracts out ot Domefday-Bouk, 
and other Recoss relating to the faid Right None ever before 
priuted. Printed for B. Lintert atthe Crof-Keys between the 2 
Temple Gates in Bleerftrcet. Priccazs. 

Jutt pudih’s the 3d Ecizina of, 

The Yorks of the Right Reveresd and Learned 
Ezekiel Hopkins, late Lord B'thop of London-Derry in Ireland, Col- 
leted into one Volume. Costaining, I. The Vanisy uf she World, 
IL. A Pri@icai Exo fition on the Ten Commandmenis. IL An Ex- 
pofiticn on the Lorl’s-Frayer, with a Cetecuifical Explication 
ther.of, by way of Queftion and ‘rfwer. IV. Several $ rmons and 
Difcourfes oa divers Important Subjects. With an Alohebetical Ta- 
ble to the Who'e Printed for J. Robinfor, a. and J. Churchil, J. Tay- 
or, J. Wyat, and D. Midwinter. ° 

The Compleat Geogravher: or, The Chorogrs- 
phy and Topography of al! the known Parte of the Earth. (To which 
are premifed an Introdution to Geography, and a Natural Hiftory of 
the Earth and the Eleinnts.) Cortaining, 1. The Situation, Bounds, 
Climate, Soil, Hiftory, Trade and Cuftome of all the Countries of the 
Earth. 2. The fewera! Provinces of every Kinydom. 3. The Prin- 
cial Cities and confiderable Towns defcrib’d. Ard ali neceflary 
Pieces of Natural Hiftory. The whole comprifing the Subftance of 
at leaft 150 Books of Mcdcrn Travels digeited into Local Order, 
whereby the prefent State of the World is cr:.ly thewn and the Ob- 
folete ani Fabulous Accounis of former Writers expung’d. To which 
are added Mansof every Country. The 34 Elition. Wherein the Dee 
icrip:ions of Afia, Afiica and America are compos'd anew from the 

Relations of the beft and mott Modern Travellers. In one Voitne in 
Folio. Printed for A. and }.Churchili in Patesnofter-Row and Tim. 
Childe in St. Paul’s Church-yard. 








LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little Britain? 
and Sold by 4. Baldwinin Warwick-Lane; where Advertifements are taken e. 
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